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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as indicated in the following listing of all claims: 

1 . {Currently Amended) A keyboard comprising: 

a first keyboard segment, the first keyboard segment including keys; 

a second keyboard segment, the second keyboard segment including keys; and 

a joint coupling the first keyboard segment and the second keyboard segment, the 

joint including a socket and a ball retained therein and allowing movem e nt of 
the first keyboard segment and the second keyboard segment to pivot relative 
to one anothe r, tho joint including : and 

a locking mechanism, the locking mechanism locking a position the pivoting of the 
first keyboard segment relative to the second keyboard segment, wherein the 
socket retains the ball in both locked and unlocked positions of the locking 
mechanism^ the ball being affixed to one of the keyboard segments . 

th e looking m e ohanism including a co m 

2. (Currently Amended) The keyboard of claim 1, wherein: 

the first keyboard segment contains a recess and the locking mechanism includes a 
lever, the lever positioned either in or out of the recess in the first keyboard 
segment when the position pivoting of the first keyboard segment and the 
second keyboard segment is either locked or imlocked by the locking 
mechanism. 

3. (Previously Presented) The keyboard of claim 2, wherein: 

the lever is pivotally moimted on a pin mounted in the first keyboard segment or the 
second keyboard segment. 

4. {Currently Amended) The keyboard of claim 1 , wherein: 

the locking mechanism includes a bearing element and a cam, the cam being 

connected to the bearing element, movement of the cam causing movement of 
the bearing element. 
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5- ^ {Currently Amended) The keyboard of claim 4, wh^dn: 

th e joint iDoiudoo a balU tb.e bearing element engaging the ball in a locked position to 
lock the first segment relative to the second segment. 

6. (Original) The keyboard of claim 1 , wherein: 

the joint is a ball-and-socket joint 

7. {Currently Amended) The keyboard of claim 4- 2, wherein: 

the locking mechanism includes a biasing elemen t and a cam, the biasing element 
biasing the cam and lever. 

8. {Currentfy Amended) The keyboard of claim 1 , wherein: 

the joint inoludoa a boll, the ball b e ing affixed to one of the keyboard o e gm ^rtsjs 
spherical . 

9. {Canceled) 

1 0. {Currently Amended) The keyboard of claim %X> wherein: 

the ball is hemispherical. 

1 1 . {Currently Amended) The keyboard of claim 1 , wherein: 

the joint inoludos a sookot olomont, the socket element b^ng is affixed to one of the 
keyboard segments. 

1 2. {Currently Amended) The keyboard of claim 44 _L wh^rftin tha WVinp m echanism further 
comprises: 

th e joint includ e s a ball, tho ball boing afiBxod to anoth e r of th e k e yboard sogmonta^ 
cam, operable to frictionallv engage the ball and socket . 

1 3 . (Previously Presrated) The keyboard of claim 1 , wherein: 

the locking mechanism includes a clutch. 
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14: (Original) The keyboard of claim 13, wherein: 

(he movable bearing element has a hemispherical surface. 

15. (Original) The keyboard of claim 1 , wherein: 

the first keyboard segment and the second keyboard segment are positionable relative 
to one another to reduce pronation of a user's wrists. 

1 6. (Original) The keyboard of claim 1 , wherein: 

the first keyboard segment and the second keyboard segment are positionable relative 
to one another to reduce ulnar deviation of a user^s wrists. 

17. (Original) The keyboard of claim 1, wherein: 

the joint is adapted to allow pivoting of the first keyboard segment and the second 
keyboard segment in both horizontal and vertical directions. 

18. (Currently Amended) A keyboard comprising: 

a first keyboard segment, the first keyboard segment including keys; 

a second keyboard segment, the second keyboard segment including keys; 

a third keyboard segment, the third keyboard segment including keys; 

a hinge coupling the second keyboard segment and the third keyboard segment! 

«xmz 

a joint coupling the first keyboard segment and the second keyboard segment, the 

join t including a socket and a ball retained therein and allowing mov e m e nt of 
the first keyboard segment and the second keyboard segment to pivot relative 
to one anodie rrtbe joint including : and 

a locking mechanism, the locldng mechanism locking a position the pivotmg of the 
first keyboard segment relative to the second keyboard segment, the locking 
mechanism including a lever movable jfrom a locking position to an imlocking 
positio n wherein the socket retains the ball in both locked and unlocked 
positions of the lockin g meehar dsm, the ball being afBxed to one of the 
kevboard segments . 
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1 9. (Original) The keyboard of claim 1 8, wherein: 

the locking mechanism includes a bearing element and a cam, the cam being 

connected to the bearing element, movement of the cam causing movement of 
the bearing element. 

20. {CurrenUy Amended) The keyboard of claim 1 8, wherein: 

the joint includes a boll and a bearing element, the bearing element engaging the ball 
in the locked position to lock the first segment relative to the second segment. 

2 1 . (Original) The keyboard of claim 1 8, wherein: 

the joint is a ball-and-socket joint. 

22. (Original) The keyboard of claim 19, wherein: 

the locking mechanism includes a biasing element, the biasing element biasing the 
cam and lever. 

23 . (Currently Amended) The keyboard of claim 1 8, wherein: 

th e joint includ e s a ball; the ball being ofBxod to ono of the koyboord a e gm e nts js 
spherical . 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Currently Amended) The keyboard of claim 18. wherein: 

the ball is hemispherical. 

26. (Currently Amended) The keyboard of claim 1 8, wherein: 

th e joint includes a soclcot olomont , the socket element being is affixed to one of the 
keyboard segments. 
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27. {rurrAnffy Amended) The keyboard of claim 36 18- wherei n the locking mechanism further 
comprises : 

the joint inolud e o a ball, tho ball being ofBxed to anoth e r of th e keyboard o e gm e nto jt 
cam, operable to frictionallv engage the ball and socket . 

28. (Original) The keyboard of claim 18, wherem: 

the locking mechanism includes a movable bearing element. 

29. (Original) The keyboard of claim 28, wherein: 

the movable bearing element has a hetnispherical surface* 

30. (Original) The keyboard of claim 1 8, wherein: 

the first keyboard segment and the second keyboard segment are positionable relative 
to one another to reduce pronation of a user's wrists. 

3 1 . (Original) The keyboard of claim 1 8, whCTein: 

the first keyboard segment and the second keyboard segment are positionable relative 
to one another to reduce ulnar deviation of a user's wrists. 

32. (Original) The keyboard of claim 18, wherein: 

the joint is adapted to allow pivoting of the first keyboard segment and the second 
keyboard segment in both horizontal and vertical directions. 

33. {Currently Amended) A keyboard comprising: 

a first keyboard segment, the first keyboard segment including keys; 

a second keyboard segment, the second keyboard segment including keys; and 

a joint coupling the first keyboard segment and the second keyboard segment, the 

join t including a socket and a ball retained therein and allowing movem e n t-ef 

the first keyboard segment and the second keyboard segment to pivot relative 

to one anothe r, tho joint including : and 
a locking mechanism, the locking mechanism locking a position the pivoting of the 

first keyboard segment relative to the second keyboard segment, wherein the 
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socket retaips the ball in both locked and unlocked positions of the iocking 
mechanis m, the ball being affixed to one of the keyboard segments. 
the looking m e ohaniom including a oom ond a boll ond oock e t , the ball and socket 
being Mctionally coupled when the locking mechanism is in a locked 
position, the ball and socket being urged towards one another when the 
locking mechanism is in a locked position the socket maintaining substantially 
the same shape when the locking mechanism is in eith^ a locked or unlocked 
position. 

34. {Currentiy Amended) The keyboard of claim 33, wherein: 

the iocking mechanism includes a movable bearing element t he movable bearing 
element bas -having a hemispherical surface. 

35. (Original) The keyboard of claim 34, wherein: 

the locking mechanism includes a lever movable from a locking position to an 
unlocking position. 

36. (Original) The keyboard of claim 33, wherein: 

the locking mechanism includes a cam. 

37. (Currently Amended) The keyboard of claim 36, wherein: 

the locking mechan isni includ es a movable bearing element an d a canu 
the cam is connected to the bearing element, movement of the cam causing movement 
of the bearing element 

38. (Currentfy Amended) The keyboard of claim 33, wherein: 

th e joint includofl a boll, the locking mechanism includes a movable beari n g element 
the bearing element engaging the ball in a locked position to lock the first 
segment relative to the second segment 

39. (Original) The keyboard ofclaim 33, wherein: 

the joint is a ball-and-socket joint 
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40. (Origiiial) The keyboard of claim 33, wherein: 

the locking mechanism includes a biasing element. 

4L {Currently Amended) The keyboard of claim 33, wherein: 

th e joint inoludeo a hfs 33^ the ball being affixed to on e of th e keyboard aogm e a te^ 
spherical . 

42. (Original) The keyboard of claim 4i _33, wherein: 

the ball is hemispherical. 

43. {Currently Amended) The keyboard of claim 33, wherein: 

th e joint inoludog a sookot e l e m ^; the socket element being is affixed to one of the 
keyboard segments. 

44. {Canceled) 

45 . (Original) The keyboard of claim 3 3 , wherein: 

the first keyboard segment and the second keyboard segment are positionable relative 
to one another to reduce pronation of a user's wrists. 

46. (Original) The keyboard of claim 33, wherein: 

the first keyboard segment and the second keyboard segment are positionable relative 
to one another to reduce ulnar deviation of a user's wrists. 

47. (Original) The keyboard of claim 33, wherein: 

the joint is adapted to allow pivoting of the first keyboard segment and the second 
keyboard segment in both horizontal and vertical directions. 
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48. {Currently Amended) A method of adjusting a keyboard having first and second segments 
coupled by a joint, comprising: 

providing a locking mechanism including a user-operable lever the lever sized to fit at 
least partially in a recess in one of the segments when the lever is in a locked 
positio n to allow a user to gain access to the lever: 
unlocking the locking mechanism by pivoting the lever away from the recess; 
moving the fu^t and second segments in at least one plane ; and 
locking the locking mechanism by pivoting the lever to thereby lock a position of the 
first keyboard segment relative to the second keyboard segment. 

49. (Original) The method of claim 48, wh^in: 

the first and second segments are moved in two planes. 


-11 - 

091.0006 Tcspograe to io^sep4».&K Application No.: 10/069^87 

PAGE 1 6/22 * RCVD AT 1/25/2005 4:54:24 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/5 * DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:512 338 6301 * DURATION (mm-ss):09-34 


